Abstract

This pilot study investigates the relationship(s) between Community College faculty members’ educational background, teaching experience, classroom practices and their self-classification within a “hard” versus “social/behavioral” science paradigm.  This study employed web-based survey instrumentation to measure faculty perceptions and attitudes towards student outcomes.  This exploratory and descriptive study will begin with a verification of self-classification of paradigm using demographic information related to educational background and current teaching responsibility.  Continuing the examination, deterministic properties of the characteristics will be investigated as to their possible link to one of the paradigms.  Given the existence of such classifications, the relationships will be explored in the context of student outcomes both within and beyond the classroom.

