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Abstract:

Calls for the incorporation of contextual problems in high school mathematics are many, but knowledge of the instructional practices that facilitate productive teaching with them is limited. In a qualitative study informed by interpretivist perspectives, I interviewed six high school mathematics teachers with reputations for using contextual problems on a near-daily basis, and observed three of them to build descriptions of their instructional practices and the conditions that enabled those practices. This presentation focuses on these teachers’ instructional practices—how they (a) adapted and used contextual problems from textbooks and other sources, (b) helped the students formulate the problem, and (c) balanced time and attention to the context and the mathematics. “The Bird Problem” will provide an illustration of these findings.

