Webquests

Cindy Aossey

A webquest is an inquiry-oriented activity where the resources to complete the assignment are on the world wide web. Typically students work cooperatively in small groups. Webquests often require students to collect and analyze information found on the web. They involve reasoning and critical thinking to complete the quest. Some quests require open searching of the web while others can be limited to a few specific pages.
The model of webquests was developed in 1995 at San Diego State University by Bernie Dodge with Tom March. Dodge offers numerous resources, examples and writings at his site http://webquest.sdsu.edu/.  March shares writings and a list of refereed webquests at http://bestwebquests.com/. March’s educational initiatives, including more information on webquests, can be found at http://www.ozline.com. 

There are many webquests available on the web for immediate use. Below is a list of webquests (or sites with links to webquests) compiled April, 2006. As the web is always changing, some of these addresses may become invalid. A search for “Math Webquest” will quickly yield links to many webquests. 

http://www.wfu.edu/~mccoy/NCTM99/   Prepared for the 1999 NCTM annual meeting, this includes a basic definition of a math webquests and links to several examples. 

http://studenthome.nku.edu/~webquest/gabbard/teacher.htm A quest for middle school grades – create a base 4 number system.

http://www.kme.eku.edu/greenwell/MAT303/WEBQUEST/ Directions for a class assignment to research and create math webquests. It includes many examples of webquests, both in the resources and the students’ created webquests.

http://www.west.asu.edu/achristie/wqmatrix.html#math A variety of webquests in Math and other areas.
