Directions for Using Winplot to Make Graphs of Lines

1.
Go to webpage: http://math.exeter.edu/rparris/ or type in peanut software from any search engine.  

2.
Click on winplot.

3.
Click on the Winplot at the very top of the page.  Choose run if you have a pop-up window come up.  It will ask you where you want to unzip the folder to, the default will be c:\peanut and you can just choose unzip.  

4.
Go to My Computer, then C:\, and open the peanut folder.  Choose the winplot.exe file.  You may want to right click on the program and choose send to … desktop if you would like the icon to be on your desktop.  

5.
Once the program is opened, choose window, 2-dim.
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To graph a line when you know the equation, choose the Equa menu and then the Explicit.  Type your equation in the f(x) box, for example, f(x)=3x+5.  Change the pen width to at least 3 so that it will show up when you paste it.  You can also click on color to make it the color you choose.  If you will be changing the size of your grid, then go ahead and change the low x and high x to big numbers.  This is what your graph might look like at this point:  

7.
We can also change what the grid and graph look like.  To change the size of the grid, go to View menu, then choose view, then choose your min and max x and y, or choose the center of your graph.   If you right click on your graph it will recenter the graph to wherever you have clicked.  If you have it centered where you would like it but would like to zoom in or out, then use the page up or page down button to zoom.

8.
To change what the axes look like, you can choose the View menu, then choose Axes, then you change the screen thickness.  If you will be printing the graph from winplot then you should change the printed thickness as well, but if you will be pasting to word then the screen thickness is all you need to change.  You can also change the color of the axes from this menu if you prefer.

9.
If you would like certain points on the line to appear, then go to the Equa menu, then choose Point, and then choose the (x,y).  Enter the x and y of the point you would like to appear.  You will have to make the dot size larger than the size of the line in order for it to appear.  You can also choose a different color for that point if you choose.  Your graph might look like this now:
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10.
You can edit anything you have already done by going to the Equa menu and then choosing Inventory.  In the Inventory window, you can choose any equation or point you have made and then choose edit to change it, or choose graph to make it hidden or reappear, or delete it.  If you  would like the equation to be listed on the grid then you can choose equa.

11.
If you want to graph an equation that is not solved for y, then choose Equa menu, then choose Implicit OR choose line, either one will let you enter an equation such as 3x+4y=5.  

12.
To paste your graph to word, first resize your window in winplot to the size you will want it, the resizing in winplot will cause less distortion than if you resize it after you have pasted it to Word.  If you need to change your View again after you have resized your window.  Now go to the File menu and then choose copy to clipboard, or just use ctrl+c to copy and then ctrl+v to paste it in your Word document.  If you would like a frame around your graph, then choose File and then Format in winplot, and choose frame image.  

13.
Once you have pasted into Word, left click on the graph once to select it, then right click on the graph and choose Format Picture.   Go to the Layout tab and then choose a square layout, this will cause the rest of your text to go around your graph and allow you to drag the graph around with your mouse.







