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3 | edlhy, well-established, well-connected, brilliant map whose
o b " had been more than once groundbreaking, anq whose Str:l;the-
ents

mancaed come of the best-known mathematicians of the next generation '8
ion,

dav au that he didn’t know whe :

d Land ther the Nazis would come (o power
o f sneburg heath :

on the Luneburg heath. Landau’s response is gy

» room wi

o southern exposure.” th a balcony
hach saw the wealthy, brilliant, somewhat arrogant, and not entirely pleasant
leading role in expelling Landau from his position, Bieberbach in exploiting that

Al i 1s? ;
mi; 14 have underestlmated the Na21§. There is a story that reveals both 14
h  cymicis and this underestimation. Once, on 4 visit in 1932 Frit, i E
) t -

u tol
L y did, he had heard they planned to constryct 4 concentration camp

ews ) : osed t

f(IJrrl J[hat case 1 should immediately reserve for myself a ~ .
TeichmﬂlleF recognizgd Landau’s genius and would haye gladly studied ad-
qanced material from him (and Landau would have gladly taught him). Bieber-
man with whom he‘ had already had some mathematica] differences, and whom
he made a convenient archetype of “Jewish mathematics.” Teichmuller had a
expulsion. Landau died in retirement in Berlin, five days after his sixty-first
birthday in 1938.

FeLIX HAUSDORFF

Neither Landau nor Courant saw the “transvaluation of all values” that the Nazi
hegemony meant, at least for academics. Even more poignant is the story of
Felix Hausdorff, without question one of the great mathematicians of the early
twentieth century—a seminal codifier and creator in both set theory and gen-
eral topology. Hausdorff’s disastrous fate ironically may have stemmed in part
from the fact that, unlike Courant or Landau, he did not suffer the immediate
loss of his job. Like Courant and Landau, Hausdorff fell under the exceptions to
the April 7 law; however, perhaps because Bonn was not Gottingen, either in
mathematical prominence or in the rabid right-wing orientatior} of the Fown or
student population, Hausdorff remained a full professor until he retired on
T ' arch 1935.
g C;irllis ;iif:k::ffhf”as born in Breslau (modern Wroclaw) on .Novembzr 8,
1868: however, when he was still young, his well-tO-Fl ° far?ly s 3)1
Leipz,ig where he grew up.””* He showed such great musical ability fa; a ?ou
) and only the persistent pressure of s ather
that he wanted to be a composch died mathematics, achieving his doctorate
made him give this idea up. 50 be st

lumberg, Paul Bernays, Erich

Dunham Jackson, Henry B

Klim(l;adl f:gvi?g Sieugel Alexander Ostrowski, Arnold Walfisz, Werner Rogo-
, Carl :

""" Among others,
There were thirty-three doctorands (including four in which Landau

Kamke, Gustav Doetsc

sinski, and Hans Heilbronn. il
iecbsc el Em;n yAll\llz‘igleerrwise un.annotated biographical information above about Landau can
19 Kluge 1983: 93

be found in Kluge.

120 Information abou
“Felix Hausdorff zum ©
Dictionary of Scientific Biogra

otherwise footnoted comes from Magda Dierksmann et al.,

e nolMV 69 (1967): 51-76, and the article “Felix Hausdorff,” in

dachtnis,” JD
- phy 1970: vol. 6, 176-177.
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456 : is perhaps surprisi :
i toenine® in. 1883, It is pernaps SUIPrISing, since
in 1891, and !1?::11;35 wgork in set theory and topology, that Bt glflsdorff
J Hausdorff’s first four papers deal; y; thege

us
became famo 5
. astronomy, a . th
efforts were 10 as Ily, at the time, Hausdorff was ¢ 3stro.
eveloping .

‘ ' atters. Actua
nomical and optical M donym Paul Mongré, he publisheq
POems

378 pages and appeared in 1897 with the subtitle, Thoughts from Zarathygyy,,»
; un[: b thie g “mathematician” Hausdorff was primarily interestedqs
ouniry. y and mixed in those circles. As the scion of 4 wealt}in
¥

Jiterature and philosoph .
family, he did not have to worry about making a career as a mathematicigy,. i

him, mathematics, both as research and as a subject to teach, was more .
avocation than anything else. However, around 1904, his literary production 4
paul Mongré slacked off, though a satirical play he wrote in that year was
produced with substantial success in 1912. Nevertheless, he seems around this

marily a mathematician. Hausdorff’s most productive

time to have become pri
d 1909 (when he was forty-one). For 3]l hic

mathematical period began aroun
seminal importance in set theory, one should not forget that he made distinctiye

and distinguished contributions to other areas of mathematics as well (eg
Hausdorff measure, Hausdorff matrices, and the Baker-Campbell-Hausdorff o
mula in noncommutative algebra).

Hausdorff was also an extremely modest man—in fact, so modest, and so
unworried about career, that, in 1902, comfortably esconced as an “associate
professor” in his hometown of Leipzig, he turned down a comparable offer at
Gottingen. Admittedly, Gottingen was not yet the premier center it would be-
come when, within a few years, Klein and Hilbert would be joined by Min-
kowski and Runge, and the young Prandtl would begin his aerodynamical work
(as a member of the technical physics faculty). It seems to have been the geome-
ter Eduard Study who convinced Hausdorff to abandon Leipzig for Bonn in
1910, but after three years as an “associate professor,” he left to be Ordinarius at
Greifswald, returning to Bonn in 1921. One gets a feeling for Study’s help by
noting that at Greifswald, Hausdorff succeeded the algebraist Friedrich Engel,
who himself had been Study’s successor there. This apparent friendship be-
tween the two men throws additional light on Hausdorff’s support for Ermst
August Weiss, discussed earlier.’" Of course, by the time he returned to Bonn,
Hausdorff was a famous mathematician—his groundbreaking book Foundations
of Set Theory had appeared in 1914, as had a number of significant papers.

In 1928 the Nazis had won twelve parliamentary seats, in 1930, 107. When
Heinrich Bruning, who had been governing by emergency decree, resigned in
211:13 nl93t§ theb Nazi vote the following month yielded 230 parliamentary seats,
- ha%e :2 by 'far the Iar.gest single party in the Reichstag, though, they did
b v Sal)orlty. Thus it was small wonder that when Hausdorff's studgnt

mann that same year said good-bye and promised to see him

121
Above, chapter 5, “Mathematical Camps.”
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| his sevemieth birthday in 1938, he replied: “By then everything will be dif-
»122

fer;f;‘l'ls dorff had mever deni.ed his Jewish origins, nor had he ever opted for
Gl a Nazi civil-service formulary that he apparently filled out in early

ptS™ . ed in his distinctive small s rel
135, he Jisted in his: GISUNCLIVE Swaa hand his religion as israelitisch and his
qcial status 2 non-Aryan. His wife, the former Charlotte Goldschmidt, though

fkewise non-Aryan, hgd l‘ong l?efore converted to Lutheranism, as had her sis-
r. One day before his sixty-sixth birthday, Hausdorff took the new civil-ser-
vice oath sworn 1o Adolf Hitler."” However, the following January, a new law
qas decreed enforcing the retirement of all civil-service faculty who, had passed
their sixty-fifth birthday, unless there were “supervening university interests.”
Accordingly, Hausdorff, who had continued teaching since he fell under tﬁe
exceptions to the April 7 law, was retired in March 1935." The situation for
Jews in Germany grew progressively bleaker. Apparently in early 1939 Richard
Courant received a “very touching” letter from the seventy-one-year-old Haus-
dorff inquiring about the possibility of a research fellowship;'* but this attempt
at emigration failed.

The only Bonn mathematician who maintained contact with Hausdorff after
this forced emeritization, ostensibly on account of age, was Erich Bessel-Hagen.™
The story of Hausdorff’s last year appears in papers collected by Bessel-Hagen
as well as in his personal correspondence.” In April 1941, he wrote Elisabeth
Hagemann:'*®

Things go tolerably well with the Hausdorffs, even if they can’t escape from the vexa-
tion and the agitation over continual new anti-Semitic chicanery. The tax burden and
the monetary subtractions that are imposed on them are so high that he can no longer

live from his income alone and must use his savings (Vermogen); it's good that he still

has these reserves. Besides, they have been compelled to give up a part of their house,
lad that there are more people

whereby their space is very crowded. However, I am g : o
who worry about the Hausdorffs, as 1 occasionally verify when during a visit I meet

one or another. Recently 1 met, for example, a musician who had just played together

2 Dierksmann et al. 1967: 54. o
 Both oath and formulary in Personalakten Hausdorff, Umvers;\llltat B;nf§35
o Prsonslakien Hausdorl Universidt Bt Bt J8 Ty o ey, pomente e Ge
i i _Schultze, Mathem : ifer,
: kslee :; elﬁa:}?ezgﬁrﬁizd 155 (Braunschweig and Wiesbaden: Friedr. Vieweg, 1998), 121. Haus-
schichte der Ma :

dorff’s letter is apparently not extant. oA
16 Nachlass Zermelo, Universitat Freibt g,

in Dierksmann et al. 1967: 76. e Erwin Neuenschwander devotes a preprint of the fachbereich

¥ The blstopian of ma[hema[;f\ile Darmstadt, dated January 1992 (for the fiftieth anniversary of
Mathematics, Technische H o hes Hausdorffs letzte Lebensjahre nach Dokumenten aus Qem Bessel-
Hausdorff’s death), to this: e seal Bessel-Hagen's Nachlass against the use
Hagen Nachlass.” As'Prof- lf‘lfv i Material cited earlier in chap'ter 5 from
of others, the :nfa;:)e:lallhlzeo% nal sources. Prof. Neuenschwander's action.
Bessel-Hagen ¥

e Neuenschwander, ibid.: 5-6-

Bessel-Hagen to Zermelo, Dec. 23, 1940; Hans Bonnet

uenschwander managed to

d from this preprint.
as it was seen prior 10
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with Hausd
in the house.

orff. That is really lovely, that in this way some joy will be bmught -
: -

 Jess than four months later, he would write the same CoTrespong,
However, y;

anxiety (Sorge) about the Hausdorffs. Mrs. Hausdorff wa

s S for g
an old ailment—I don't know what it is, Scarcely =

[ often had great

8

. from Was sh

time seriously ill hg : . € ove

the worst than there came the agitation about the intended internmeny of the Je\vr
S

Here the procedure was mad. In the early part of the year, old nuns Were forg
driven out of a cloister on the Kreuzberg; these poor old women who never harmeg
anyone and only carried on a retiring life devote‘d to lhelr-plous Usages, anq yp,
naturally are completely estranged from the machinery (Getriebe) of the outer wop|g
Now all the Jews still living in Bonn will be compulsorily interned i this Stolep
building; they must either auction their things, or place them for Preservation i,

“faithful” hands.

In Hausdorff’s case, the university (*for once,” says Bessel-Hagen) behaveq
decently and stood up for Hausdorff, saying that he should be alloweg to re-
main in his house.'” Hausdorff's sister-in-law hoped to go to her daughter in
America, but the American authorities made difficulties, and few neutra] boats
sailed the Atlantic in mid-war. In October, the Hausdorffs were forced 1o wear
the “yellow star,” among other indignities. Toward the end of 1941 they were
threatened with deportation to Cologne, but as Bessel-Hagen realized, this
would only be “a preliminary to deportation to Poland. And what one hears
concerning the accommodation and treatment of Jews there is completely unim.
aginable.”™ By New Year's, however, the threat had vanished. In mid-January
came a new order that the Hausdorffs were to be interned in Endenich (a
suburb of Bonn); Bessel-Hagen learned of this during a visit on Thursday, Janu-
ary 22, and was somewhat surprised to hear Hausdorff say definitively that the
family would no longer live to see the day when things got better. On the next
Sunday, Hausdorff wrote the following letter to the Jewish lawyer Hans Woll-
stein:'”!

Dear Friend Wollstein:
By the time you receive these lines, we three will have solved the problem in another
way—in the way from which you have continually attempted to dissuade us. When-
ever we first may have overcome the difficulties of removal, the feelings of security
that you have predicted for us totally do not wish to appear, on the contrary,

Also Endenich is still perhaps not the end!'™

" Neuenschwander, ibid. The same was done for Alfred Philippson, an emerited Jewish geogra-
phy professor in Bonn. Phillippson was eventually deported to Theresienstadt, but managed t

survive through influential help, For Philippson, see also Hannah Arendt, Eichmann in Jerusalem
(1994), 134.

" Neuenschwander (as in note 127), 7.

" First published ibid. 12-13, together with a facsimile. A copy of the original is also in my
Possession.

'f‘ In German, this involves a pun: Auch Endenich ist noch vielleicht das Ende nich(. Hausdorl
omits the ¢ in nicht to make clear he is punning,
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what has been done against the Jews in recent months arouses well-found -
ety that we will no longer be allowed to experience 4 bearable situation oo
el e Pailpaor S iMeer you thinkis. good; along with thanls for i
friendship (which, however, above all you deserve). Also give Herr Ma erms0 orhthe”
felt thanks for everything that he has done for us and if need be wouldyhave s::lrl dean-
we have sincerely wondered at his organizational achievements and successes ::Z
had we not that anxiety, would have gladly given » and,

ourselves over to his care which
indeed would have brought along a feeling of relative security—unfortunately only a
relative one.

With a will dated October 10, 1941, we have made our son-in-law, Dr. Arthur
Konig, Reichardstieg 14, Jena, our heir. Help him insofar as you can, dear friend! Help
also our live-in Minna Nickol or whoever else asks you; our thanks must we take with
us to the grave. Perhaps the furniture, books, etc. can still remain in the house beyond
January 29 (our removal date); perhaps also Frau Nickol can also still remain in order
to wind up the running obligations (bills for city services, etc.)—tax records, bank
correspondence and the like that Arthur needs are in my study.

If it is possible we wish to be cremated, and enclose for you three declarations to
this effect. If not, then either Herr Mayer or Herr Goldschmidt must arrange what is
necessary.* We will take care of defrayal of costs insofar as possible; besides my wife
is 2 member of a Lutheran burial fund—the documents are in her bedroom. What
monetarily still is lacking to cover costs, either our heir or Nora' will undertake.

Forgive us, that we still cause you trouble beyond death; I am convinced that you
will do what you are able to do (and which perhaps is not very much). Forgive us also
our desertion! We wish you and all our friends will experience better times.

Yours faithfully,

Felix Hausdorff
* My wife and sister-in-law, however, are of the Lutheran religion.

That evening they took lethal doses of barbjlturates (veronal); in thg morning

Hausdorff and his wife were dead; her sist;r 1;ngere;i c{orfa few tdaysf:)rrx fhco:?;
lace was found in the Poppelsdort cemetery e

énf't;lr fﬁ:: :;;t%%gs‘li131948, Hindenburgstrasse, on which the Hausdorffs had
- ffstrasse.
lived;-was .rer.larzigelr_{?};f)i(:rthe succession to Hausdorff’s chair. Following his

ey - ent. the faculty’s first list of suggestions on May 31, 1935, was
g reme-mEbe;:ha\rd Hopf (still on leave from Berlin at MIT) and F. K.
Helm\_.u Hgsze., second place); and Emanuel Sperner and Erich Kamke (tied for
Schmidt (Fle % clearly an impossible list of fine mathematicians, none of whom
7 waS) had at the time pro-Nazi ideological connections: Hasse had
(exceptnipfomérouingen, Hopf was in America and had already turned down a
just go

o Ismzxijgd Mayer was a lawyer. He died in Auschwitz (Neuenschwander, as in note 127,
1+ pr. Sie
B LA ? ied to Arthur Koni
s dorfl’s daughter Lenore, married to Ar g
; 1Ne ﬁ:lilclixwander as in note 127, p. 9, Erich Bessel-Hagen to Elisabeth Hagemann, Mar. 26,
13 e >
1942

S,



ough he would later return to Lc‘ipzig), and s,

< vone (from substituting for Emmy Noether in Go“fnge‘“) to
had just bm‘w foreign §roup leader for the NSDAP in Peking in 19
ner l?ad been alok Konigsberg, while Kamke was the oldest of the f
lrmd Jl:ms:i ﬁ:::cknown as a non-Nazi (the faculty's recommendation ay
e, 4 "

L ning his wife).!Y ‘
mgl:gl)hc‘zc‘r:\lbcr 3. Rudolf Mentzel at the DFG suggested Erharq

—the first truly ideological suggestion.""
nagﬁ D:::mbcr 18,yHan$ Beck, a good Nazi, and the qnly mathematics Ord.
narius remaining in Bonn (Otto Toeplitz had been forcibly placed on leave iy
1935), traveled to Berlin and was told ‘that thg ﬁrst four on the above Jig, Were
impossible for the reasons already indicated (it is unclear whether Kamke Was

iscussed).

dns]c.lzle university was asked to consider the Hausdorff and Toeplitz successiong
together; on February 26, 1936, they submitted the following names fo the
Hausdorff succession: Ernst Kahler, Konrad Knopp, and Karl Dorge; for the
Toeplitz succession: Eberhard Hopf (again), Egon Ullrich, and Kamke (again).
Kamke was described accurately as “a man who stands fast in storm and bagd
weather, . . . a war veteran, a Lutheran, married, and with three childrep, » The
faculty rejected the possibility of appointing the resident E. A. Weiss or Fritz
Rehbock on the grounds that they were geometers; there already was a geomet-
ric Ordinarius (Beck), and what was needed were two analysts.

A month earlier, the then-Dekan of the philosophical faculty had written a
letter to the ministry rejecting the Nazi Tornier as an appointment at Bonn on
grounds of the narrowness of his research, and as someone who, at forty-two,
was unlikely to broaden his interests; furthermore, all evidence pointed to his
being a poor teacher, which Bonn could ill afford. It is unclear whether there
was malice in Dekan Oertel's mentioning that Tornier had collaborated with
Willy Feller (who was Jewish), or in saying (given the atmosphere):*

:l(,‘".'
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call from Heidelberg (th e

Jena, g o
33-34 ang
Ve at foyy,.
Oideq Men.

TOmier‘s

He [Tornier] conceives, as does Hausdorff, of probability as an additive set function,
and specializes this in a very particular way. From this he develops then a mathemati-
cal-logical theory, which is spoken of with appreciation. That can also not alter the

fact that certain not-insignificant particular points originate, as Tornier himself admits,
with Kaluza and Feller.

These lists (and other suggestions) also led to nothing, but both lists and the
letter about Tornier make it clear that in 1935-36, the Bonn faculty was at-
tempting to keep the ideological wolf as far from the door as possible, while

""" Personalakten Hausdorff, Universitat Bonn, Dekan Rothacker to education ministry via Rektor
and Kurator, Bonn, May 31, 1935.

" Personalakten Hausdorff, Mentzel to education ministry, Dec. 3, 1935; copied to Dekan
Oertel, and by him to the chemist Paul Pfeiffer (who was a sort of subdean of the mathematics and
natural sciences division of the philosophical faculty).

" Oertel to ministry, Jan. 23, 1936, in Personalakten Hausdorff, Universitat Bonn.
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obtaining solid analysts for the faculty." In the end, the Hausdorff chair w
as

into that of an associate professor, and
onverted into ¢ b » and filled from 1937 on b
;eschl (who had only “habilitated” in 1935), while Toeplitz was not suci:;?sé
il 1939, and then by the well-known algebraist Wolfgang Krull, :

grnsT PESCHL

grnst Peschl is a good exarpple of the young mathematician who, in order to
hegin a career, was forced into at least a nominal political stance in which he
apparently did not believe. Born in 1906, he obtained his doctorate under Car-
athéodoryx at. Munich in 1931 . and then went for two years to Jena to work with
Robeﬁ I{ont,g.. followed by eighteen months with Behnke at Munster: finally
“habilitating” in 1935 back at Jena, where he remained Konig's Assistent. In
1937 he went to Bonn, and in 1941 was called up to be an army interpreter
(Peschl spoke fluent French). Peschl had been a leader in a Roman Catholic
youth group and was in Jena (in Thuringia, which “went Nazi” before Hitler's
appointment as chancellor). His youth organization was dissolved by the Ge-
stapo, just as he was about to “habilitate”; as a consequence, he yielded to the
increasing pressure and joined both the SA and the NSDAP; however, he
avoided all activity in either organization and did not hold any office. After
about a year, he was able to “shake off” service in the SA. Among others who
could testify to his inner anti-Nazi attitudes, he cited Behnke and Max Pinl.
From June 1934, he no longer did any SA service. As an Assistent, he willy-
nilly became a compulsory member of the Dozentenschaft and the NSLB'' with-
out any action on his part. In fact, Peschl resisted attempts to get him to be-
come an individual instead of a corporative member of the NSLB, and around
1938 managed to drop out of it entirely by not paying hi§ corporative dues. He
refused to fill out various formularies for membership in the Dozentenschaft,

despite warnings. Thus Peschl was the young Catholic, former activist, who

determined to make a career in Germany believing, he says, that the fanaticism

- lities of governing. Thus he sup-
of the Nazis would be tempered by the rea 4
T sde his beliefs and “went along,” but only as far as was pro fgrma necessary.'*
II) : his he might be contrasted with the former Catholic activist Peter Thuller},
rlht 13 c(iadirggto leave Germany, and the considerably older former Catholic
who de

activist Gustav Doetsch, who b'eca
Peschl had something of a run-in.

on to both Hausdorff and Toeplitz is in Personalakten Toeplitz,
1. Oct. 26, 1935. See also in the Personalakten Toeplitz, Oertel to
: Kurator, Bonn, Apr. 15, 1936; and Oertel to

me a “110% Nazi.”* Indeed, Doetsch and

list for successi

i itd nn, Pfeiffer to Qerte 2
UI?IYC::;mt\ABaC: 18, 1936; Bachér (at ministry) to
ministry, A1)

1936.
Kurator, May 25; :
u‘“ Nationalsozialistlscher Lehrerbu

w0 A combined

nd. the Union of National Socialist Teachers.
’ iversitat Bonn, Peschl's Lebenslauf,
i ion is from Personalakten Peschl, Universitat , P be
= abovesl niogr:;al;;f; Fragebogen replies, prepared May 25, 1946, for Allied authorities.
PWPared l(l)c‘.hlad‘ comp‘leted his studies. See above, chapter 5, “Students and Faculty before and
143 Thu en

4, “The Suss Book Project.”
. » For Doetsch, see above, chapter 4,
during Wartime-



