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Over the years, Gauss began to attract a handful of students ¢ b
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Gauss resisted his physical ailments until he was well into his Seventies. He g ;
died on February 23, 1855, two months short of his seventy-cighth birhg

In his will, Gauss stipulated that a seventeen-sided regular polygon ’ il
into his gravestone. However, that was not to be. The mason charged wig, the
thought that viewers would confuse a seventeen-sided regular polygon with o
so he carved a seventeen-pointed star. Although the mason may not have follgy

Gauss's instructions, he did mark Gauss as a star, the greatest star in the matheny. |
ical firmament.
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