Downloading TI-connect

1.
Go to this page to download the program: http://education.ti.com/educationportal/sites/US/productDetail/us_ti_connect.html
2.
Choose TI Connect for windows (if that is what you use) from the drop down box on the right.  Then click on TI Connect for Windows (English). 

3.
You have to go to the bottom of the page and accept the License Agreement at the bottom of the next screen.

4.
On the next screen you have to click on TI Connect for Windows (English) again.  A pop-up window will then appear asking to run or save it, you can go ahead and run it or choose where you want it saved.  If your pop-up blocker is on, then you may have difficulty getting this window to appear and may need to turn off your pop-up blocker.
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5.
It may ask you verify that you would like to run the program, just click on Run again.  

6.
Once the program opens, it should look like this:

7.
The next step is to plug your calculator into your computer using the USB cable.  If it is the first time, the Found New Hardware wizard will guide you through the steps to install it.  A CD is not necessary, just keep following the default prompts and it will be installed.  

Using Screen Capture 

1.
Now turn your calculator on go back to TI-Connect and choose Screen capture.  You can use TI screen capture to capture your screen and insert it into a Word document or other document.  This is useful when you are making a worksheet or guide to using the calculator for a particular activity, then you can show screen shots along the way of what the screen should look like.  It is also another way of creating graphs for worksheets or quizzes.  (See example:  Analyzing and Displaying Data on the Graphing Calculator)  
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2.
It will then ask you to choose the device, and it should come up with a choice for USB TI-84 or whichever calculator you have plugged in.  Choose the device and select OK.   A copy of the calculator screen will appear in the window and you can choose the Copy button from above to copy the image and then go to a Word document and choose paste.  

3.
After you have pasted it into your document, right click on the object and choose Format Picture.  Choose the Layout tab and then choose square if you would like the text to wrap around the object.  You will now be able to drag the object around in your document.  It often pops to the top of the page after you change the layout and then you have to drag it back to where you want it.

Using TI Data Editor

Sending data from computer to calculator
1.
You can enter data into the computer using the data editor and then send it to your computer.  This might be useful when you already have a set of data in an excel spreadsheet or Word table, then you can paste from the table into the TI Data Editor and then send the data to your calculator.  To do so, choose TI Data Editor from the TI Connect screen.

2.
Next choose the furthest left button, it looks like a blank sheet of paper, to add a new variable.  You can then enter the data in the column or paste data into the column from another program.

3.
It is important that you name the variable, you can do this by double clicking on the cell at the top of the list and either choosing one of the pre-named lists (L1) or entering your own name for the variable.  

4.
When you are done entering the data and would like to transfer to your calculator, make sure the calculator is plugged in and turned on, and then choose the furthest right button to transfer the data.  Your list is now available under LIST or STAT (edit).  

Sending data from calculator to computer
1.
If you have an important list on your calculator that you would like to save to the computer, you can also do this.  From the TI Data Editor, choose the TI Device Explorer button, the second to the left on the top row.  You can also do this from the main TI Connect screen.  

2.
Once you are in the Device Explorer window, click on the plus sign next to List.  It should show you all your lists, choose the desired list you would like to send.  

3.
Double click on the list and it will send it to the computer in the Data Editor.  You are now able to cut and paste it to any other program.  

 Using TI Connect to Download Programs to your Calculator 

1.
Try the website: www.ticalc.org or just use a search engine for TI programs.  If you use the ti.calc.org website, you then select the Archives link from the top, then you choose File Archives, then you select Access our Archives via the Web.

2.
From that screen you select which calculator you are using, although some of the programs for lower number calculators will work on higher calculators.  Then choose which type of program you are looking for, for this example I am choosing Basic files.  Then choose Math, or whichever type of program you are looking for.  

3.
From the next screen, you can narrow the choices down by selecting a folder for Algebra or Geometry or just scroll through the list.  For this example, choose piechart83p.zip.

4.
A pop-up screen will ask you if you would like to open or save the file.  Choose save, and locate a folder to put it in.  After it has downloaded, choose Open Folder from the next pop-up.  Now right-click on the file and you will need to unzip the folder.  Some computers will have a choice when you right-click that says Unzip.  Others will have an option to Extract, after you have extracted it will put an unzipped program of the same name into the folder.  

5.
If you right-click on the program, you can choose the Open with…selection.  Then choose Select a program from a list.  If TI Connect is not on the list, then choose browse, go to the TI Education folder and choose TI Connect.  When you choose OK, it will automatically transfer the program to your calculator.  However, many programs will be automatically archived on your calculator when they are downloaded and you will need to un-archive them.  After you have done this process once, in the future when you right-click on similar programs there should be an option that says Send to TI device.

6.
To Un-Archive your program, go to MEM (2nd +), and then choose 6: UnArchive.  Now hit PRGM, and then select your program (it will have an * next to it indicating that it is archived).  Then press the ENTER button and the calculator should say Done and the program is ready to use.

7.
If you download large programs, you may want to consider archiving them when you are not using them so that they don't overload the memory on your calculator.  

